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Grandpa's High School 
Class Photo 
All day I've been studying these faces, 
hunched like a jeweler over his stones. 
The eyes hold the answers . 
I chisel at blank stares, 
try to break into their depths, 
but in eyes which never blink, 
there are only frozen ponds, 
silent and dark. 
Perhaps the lips will tell; 
the wa.y they come together, 
drift apart, 
wrinkle at the corners. 
These lines are the threads 
which bind their seams. 
I tug but each face rema.ins fixed 
like a snag on a sweater sleeve . 
In the last row, second from the right, 
a girl looks out, 
her arm draped around the shoulder of her classmate . 
It is these which reveal us; 
an arm around a shoulder, 
a hand inside another, 
the crossings we ma.ke 
before moving on. 
--Jane Schapiro 
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